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EJD supports a concrete harmonization of post-graduate training (Curiculla and Assessments)
with respect to national health systems, traditions and requirements

• Continuous assessments of training progress are preferred
• Assessments should be

o Voluntary (unless national exam) and free of charge
o Available in national language
o At venues that are easy accessible and at short travel time distance
o If final exam: available > 1 / year

• Competencies and milestones clear @ start
• e-Portfolio use is highly recommended

European diplomas



RCPCH examinations

Level 1 Training 

2-3 years 

 
General Paediatrics based in acute settings 

Level 2 Training 

1-2 years 

 
General Paediatrics (12mo) 
Neonatology (6mo) 
Community Paediatrics (6mo) 

Level 3 Training 

2-3 years 

 
General Paediatrics / 
Pediatrics with Special Interest / 
Sub Specialty 

ST1 ST2 ST3 ST4 ST5 ST6 ST7 ST8 

Supervised Learning Events (20 per year) 

Assessment of Performance 

MRCPCH Examinations 

1-2 written 
exams 
(desirable) 

2 out of 3 
written exams 
(essential) 

All written 
exams 
(essential) 

     

Clinical exams:  
Communication 
Data interpretation 
Safe prescribing 
Video scenarios 

 



Foundation of Practice examination (FoP, 75 questions):

• Areas of child health relevant to all physicians working with children

• Basic knowledge and clinical skills

Theory and Science examination (TaS, 75 questions):

• Paediatric scientific knowledge underpinning child care (specialist 
paediatrics)

• Skills attained after 1-2 training post of 6 mo each

Question types:

• Extended matching questions; best of 5 questions

• All answers are possible (distractors), but which is/are most correct?

RCPCH written examinations
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• Picture of Board Meeting (pre-dinner)



Exam development

Review of

questions in 

bank (annually)

New questions

edited

Question writing

meeting*

Question

processing

Question
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Exam approval

Exam proofreadFinal approval

EXAMINA-
TION

(4 papers, 3/yr)

Standard setting

meeting

Results signed

off and released

Statistical data

loaded in 

question bank

Questions
- up-to-date
- relevant to clinical

practice

Exams
- test level of

knowledge required
- set to the right

standard
- supported by

riguorous processes



Quality process: pass/fail standard



Quality process: standard setting
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