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Outline 

•  Paediatric training in the UK 
•  The structure of training 
•  The curriculum 
•  Specialist training 
•  Assessment 

•  The European view 
•  The ‘Common Trunk’ 
•  Challenges for us all 
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UK training structure 

•  Picture of three strands 
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Level 1 training 

•  Two to three years 
•  Hospital based 
•  Includes newborns 

•  Little outpatient exposure 
•  No community exposure 
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Level 2 training 

•  One to two years 
•  Need MRCPCH to enter 
•  Consolidates general 

paediatric training 
•  Has community exposure 
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Level 3 training 

•  Two to three years 
•  Option to remain in 

general paediatrics 
•  Can do ‘special interest’ 
•  Options to enter 

subspecialty training 
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Curriculum 

•  Detailed syllabus for general paediatric 
training (161 pages…!) 

•  Includes 36 domains in 7 sections 
•  Assessment is competency based 
•  Specialty syllabi 
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Sections 

•  Duties of a doctor 
•  Good clinical care 
•  Maintaining good medical practice 
•  Teaching, training, assessing, appraising 
•  Relationships with patients 
•  Working with colleagues 
•  Probity 
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Specialist training 

•  List of recognised specialties 
•  Each group has a training 

committee 
•  The committees remain under the 

jurisdiction of the RCPCH 

•  For some areas (eg PICU) there is 
an intercollegiate committee 
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Specialist training 
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Assessment 

•  Formative 
•  CBD, mini CEX, HAT … 
•  Specific numbers of assessments per 

year 
•  Need to include feedback and 

reflection 

•  Summative 
•  MRCPCH exam 
•  ARCP 
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Completion of training 

•  Awarded a ‘Certificate of 
Completion of Training’ (CCT) 

•  Entered on to register as 
‘Paediatrician’ (with or without a 
special interest) or as a specialist 
in a particular area 
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The European model 

•  ‘Decision by committee’ 
•  Agree to a ‘Common Trunk’ in 

paediatrics 
•  Specialty training with agreed syllabi 
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EC 

UEMS 

EBP EBAP ... 



University of 
Cambridge 

EC 

UEMS 

EBP 

Common 
trunk 

Eur. 
syllabus 

Eur. 
syllabus ... 

EBAP ... 



University of 
Cambridge 

EC 

UEMS 

EBP 

Common 
trunk 

Eur. 
syllabus 

Eur. 
syllabus ... 

EBAP ... 

Specialist 
society 

Specialist 
society 



University of 
Cambridge 

EC 

UEMS 

EBP 

Common 
trunk 

National 
syllabus 

National 
syllabus 

Eur. syllabus 

National 
syllabus

  

National 
syllabus 

National 
syllabus  ... 

Eur. syllabus ... 

EBAP ... 

Specialist 
society 

Specialist 
society 



University of 
Cambridge 

RCPCH   

NTA 

EC 

UEMS 

EBP 

Common 
trunk 

National 
syllabus 

National 
syllabus 

Eur. syllabus 

National 
syllabus

  

National 
syllabus 

National 
syllabus  ... 

Eur. syllabus ... 

EBAP ... 

Specialist 
society 

Specialist 
society 



University of 
Cambridge 

European Issues 

•  Primary Care 
•  Recognition of specialties 

•  Liaison with ‘adult’ specialties 
•  ‘Joint’ training (eg PICU) 
•  UEMS approval 
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Summary 

•  The UK has a structured training program, 
that is ‘mature’ and has a clearly defined 
and regulated structure 

•  Assessment of training is well developed, 
and uses both formative and summative 
evaluation 
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Summary (2) 

•  Developing a common training program 
across Europe will be a big challenge, 
and will need to acknowledge several 
different models of paediatric care 

•  However… 


